














Engineering Educator of the Year 
SHENGHUA WU 

 
Shenghua Wu, Ph.D., PE, LEED AP, is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Civil, Coastal, and  
Environmental Engineering at the University of South 
Alabama. His research includes civil engineering    
materials, sustainable pavements, plastic circularity, 
STEM education, and interdisciplinary approaches. 
He has successfully secured over $8 million in    
research funding through competitive grants from 

organizations such as NOAA, EPA, NSF, NIST, and DOT. Dr. Wu holds several 
leadership roles, serving as the Director of the Interdisciplinary Center for    
Sustainable Engineering (ICSE), Executive Director of the Gulf Coast           
Environmental Engagement Center (GCEEC), Director of the Gulf Coast Center 
for Addressing Microplastics Pollution (GC-CAMP). He is also the founding   
faculty advisor for the Society of Sustainable Engineering (SSE). He has      
published 75 peer-reviewed journal articles and 71 conference presentations. 
Dr. Wu has been working closely with undergraduate students to pave their 
path to success, inspiring them to pursue research and explore various career 
opportunities. He developed an FE exam review course, offered for free to help 
students pass the FE exam. He was the recipient for Recognizing Academic 
Research Excellence (RARE) award (2024), Tau Beta Pi Professor of the Year 
(2023), Mortar Board Top Prof (2023), and Excellence in Teaching Award 
(2021). 

 Plant Engineer of the Year 
WILLIAM WARD 

 
Bill Ward is an accomplished Engineer at Alabama 
Power Plant Barry, where he plays a pivotal role in 
supporting the plant's environmental assets. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry from 
Auburn University and a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical  Engineering from the University of South 
Alabama. 
With over 16 years of industrial experience, Bill's    

career spans roles as a Chemical Technician, Compliance Specialist, and           
Engineer. His extensive background equips him with a deep understanding of 
the industrial sector and a strong  commitment to environmental stewardship. 
At Plant Barry, Bill leads engineering assignments that ensure the plant's            
operations align with stringent environmental standards. His dedication to         
sustainability is evident in his role as the chairperson for the Barry                
Environmental Stewardship Team, where he spearheads efforts to promote 
environmental stewardship throughout Mobile County. 
In addition to his professional responsibilities, Bill is passionate about mentoring 
the next generation of engineers. He actively mentors coop engineering        
students and represents Alabama Power at career fairs, fostering connections 
between the company and aspiring engineers. 
Bill's commitment to environmental sustainability and his dedication to          
mentoring young talent make him a valuable asset to Alabama Power and the 
wider engineering community.  

    

  

MACE-Raburn Engineering Scholarship Recipients 

The MACE-Raburn Engineering Scholarship was established in 2003 by the 
USA College of Engineering, Dr. Red Raburn, and the Mobile Area Council of 
Engineers to provide tuition assistance for outstanding engineering students at 
the University of South Alabama. This year, MACE is extremely proud to an-
nounce each recipient will receive a $5,300 scholarship.  

JANIYA HUNT 
 

Janiya Hunt is a junior Chemical Engineering     
student with a minor in Communication from    
D’Iberville, Mississippi. She serves as the Secretary 
of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers and      
President of South Wesley Student Ministry. She is 
also an active member of the Latin American     
Student Organization, Women of Excellence, and 
the National Society of Black Engineers. She loves 
to participate in volunteer services to give back to 
her community. After earning her bachelor's degree, 
she plans to begin her career at a chemical plant 
and work toward a management role in the industry. 

ANDON FRYE 
 

Andon is a junior Mechanical Engineering Major at 
the University of South Alabama. Andon is a      
follower of Christ and desires to see people helped 
and happy. He enjoys lifting weights, reading, and 
spending time in nature. Andon hopes to be able to 
use his degree and his vocational life to serve    
others and to bring more light to the world. 



 

Young Engineer of the Year 
NICK ROSE, PE 

 
Nick Rose graduated from Auburn University before 
joining Volkert in 2018 as a Project Engineer. In this 
role, he was responsible for developing plans and 
specifications, conducting pre-bid meetings, and 
preparing engineering reports and project quantities 
for state, municipal, and private sector clients. 
As he advanced within Volkert, Mr. Rose took on 

greater responsibilities and now serves as a Project Manager for local site          
development and roadway design projects. His work includes roadway         
widenings, access roads, site design, and streetscape enhancements. He is 
also responsible for planning, designing, and overseeing the execution of     
construction plan documents for a variety of local clients. 
A native of the Mobile area, Nick attended McGill-Toolen Catholic High School, 
where he built the foundation for his future career in engineering. 
He is a licensed Professional Engineer in Alabama and an active member of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) – Mobile Branch and the American   
Society of Highway Engineers (ASHE). He has also contributed to the          
profession by serving as a panelist in a Q&A session between industry         
professionals and students at the University of South Alabama. 
Some of his notable projects include: 

 Mobile Airport Authority: Site design and access roads for the ongoing  
terminal relocation. 

 City of Mobile: The Broad Street Complete Streets Program. 
 ALDOT: Design services for the Mobile River Bridge and the Linden      

Bypass (North and South). 
 Baldwin County: Access road design for the South Alabama Megasite 

(Novelis). 
 Alabama Port Authority: Roadway design for the APM/ICTF Connector 

Bridge. 
His clients include the Mobile Airport Authority, Airbus, the City of Mobile, the 
Port of Mobile, ALDOT, the City of Gulf Shores, the Baldwin County            
Commission, and various local contractors. 
Outside of work, Nick enjoys golf, traveling, and spending quality time with his 
wife, Jordan, and their daughter, Sophia (8 mo). 

Engineer of the Year 
KENDALL KILPATRICK, PE 

 
In his role as Chief Executive Officer of Thompson 
Engineering, Kendall Kilpatrick, PE leverages his 
more than 25 years of experience to lead more than 
500 staff across the Southeast United States. An 
Auburn University graduate and native Mobilian, 
Kendall is dedicated to the growth and success of 
Mobile, the State of Alabama, and the engineering 
industry as a whole. He has been crucial in bringing 

Mobile new opportunities such as the Airbus Manufacturing Campuses and  
Mobile River Bridge and Bayway projects. 
In addition to his daily responsibilities, Kendall serves and has served in       
leadership roles for professional organizations such as the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) Mobile Branch, Alabama Section, and Industry Leaders 
Council as well as serving as Vice President and State President of the      
American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) of Alabama to help      
advance the engineering profession. In his role as President of ACEC, Kendall 
played an instrumental role in partnering with industry associations and other 
engineering companies to promote new legislation for our industry. In 2021, 
Governor Ivey signed Act#2021-318 into law in Alabama which provides       
significant protection for design professionals in Alabama including engineers, 
architects, surveyors, landscape architects, interior designers and               
geologists. This legislation provides protection against broad indemnity         
obligations beyond the design professional’s negligence, defines the standard of 
care, and restricts defense obligations for indemnity of a design professional not 
covered by insurance. 
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ENGINEERING SOCIETIES 
 

American Society of Civil Engineers 
Mobile Branch - ASCE | 2nd Wednesday 

Snezana Dragosavljevic, President |  
sdragosavljevic@thompsonengineering.com  

 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
Gulf Coast Section - ASME | www.asme.org 

 

Alabama Society of Professional Engineers 
Mobile Chapter - ASPE | 1st Wednesday 

Melissa O’Sullivan, President | melissa.osullivan@volkert.com 
 

Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 
Mobile Section - IEEE | 3rd Tuesday 

Mohammad Yusef El-Sharkh, President | yel-shark@southalabama.edu 
 

International Society of Automation 
Mobile-Pensacola Section - ISA | Monthly 

Sean Phillips, PE, President | sphillips@hargrove-epc.com 
 

Society of American Military Engineers 
Mobile Post - SAME | 3rd Wednesday 

Derrick Rogers, PG, President | derrick.rogers@tetratech.com 
 

University of South Alabama 
Engineering Student Council | Monthly 

Eric Steward, Ph.D., PE | esteward@southalabama.edu 
 

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating  
and Air-Conditioning Engineers ASHRAE | www.ashrae.org 

Jordan Stringfellow 2022 Angela O’Connor 2007 
Alex Smith 2020 Kendall L. Kilpatrick 2006 
Abdulai Abdul-Majeed 2019 Scott S. O’Briant 2005 
Andrew E. James 2018 Scott A. Hardy 2004 
Justin McDonald 2017 Melinda D. Immel 2003 
R.J. Gonzales, III 2016 David M. Webber 2002 
Jason B. Krick 2015 J. T. Little 2001 
Kenneth W. Nichols 2014 D. Mark Poore 2000 
Angela Yvonne Nolan 2012 Kathy R. Speight 1999 
Bobby Odom, Jr. 2011 Robert C. Roubion 1998 

Charles Byerly 2023  Steven D. Stewart   2009 
John Edwin Bass, Jr. 2024  Scott Peach 2010 

Young Engineer of the Year Past Recipients 

Roy Duncan 2020 J. Earnest Farnell 1990 
Emory Baya 2018 Stanley H. Houston 1989 
Ray Miller 2017 James R. Couey 1988 
Tom Wade 2016 T. Keith King 1987 
William J. Knapp 2015 James L. Busby 1986 
Tim E. Patton 2014 Thomas J. Terrell 1985 
William Walter Bolton 2012 Harold V. Rodriguez 1984 
David M. Webber 2011 Charles G. Munden 1983 
Dr. James E. Laier 2010 Norman J. Walton, Sr. 1982 
John W. Steadman 2009 Col. Robert H. Ryan 1981 
Henry R. Seawell, III 2008 Marion H. Wilkins 1980 
Francis M. Donovan, Jr. 2007 Thomas K. Peavy 1979 
Douglas C. Otto, Jr. 2006 James S. Philip 1978 
Scott L. Douglass 2005 Frank C. Deming 1977 
Anthony L. Palmer 2004 A.L. Pardue 1976 
Kathryn Ann Wilhelm 2003 Donald L. Smith 1975 
Lanier S. Cauley 2002 E.L. Rivenbark 1974 
Rodney W. Summerford 2001 H. Minge Reed, Jr. 1973 
Robert W. Barber 2000 E.A. Drago 1972 
Guy E. O’Connor 1999 Kenneth C. Roberts 1971 
J. R. Ehlenberg 1998 Robert Earl Pride 1970 
George K. Chandler 1997 Wayne F. Palmer, Sr. 1969 
Richard F. Beirne 1996 Gen. W. K. Wilson, Jr. 1968 
Toby E. Gurley 1995 Harry E. Myers, Sr. 1967 
Nathaniel D. McClure IV 1994   

Lloyd L. Pitts 2022 Lynn C. Doyle 1991 
Drew T. Davis 2024   Bill L. Roberson   1993 

Engineer of the Year Past Recipients 
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The Mobile Area Council of Engineers  
gratefully acknowledges the financial support of  

the following companies and organizations: 

PLATINUM SPONSOR 

GOLD SPONSORS 
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BRONZE SPONSORS 






